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PREFACE. 


The  Author  has,  in  the  following 
publication,  endeavoured  to  convince 
his  countrymen,  that  they  enjoy  a full 
fhare  of  happinefs  under  their  prefent 
Government. 
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— • Quod  petis  hie  eft, 

Eft  Ulubris > animus  ft  te  non  deficit  aquus. 


He  therefore  combats,  and  he  trufts 
confutes,  thofe  principles  of  Dr. 
Priejlley , which  are  intended  to  fow 
the  feeds  of  dilfention  in  the  minds 
of  men;  detects  and  expofes  his  fo- 
phiftical  arguments  in  oppolition  to 
the  Tell  Laws,  and  in  favour  of  an 
Eleftive  Clergy. 
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An  APPEAL,  &c. 


Remarks  on  Dr,  Prieftley  s Preface, 

Dr.  Priestley,  in  pie.ce  ,o  Ms 

Letters  addrefied  to  Mr.  Burke,  expreffes 
great  furprife  that  Mr.  Burke,  or  any  one, 
could  aid  and  affift  the  Americans  in  their 

*tr 

Revolution,  and  be  hoftile  to  the  proceedings 
in  France ; and  afferts,  that  they  agree  in 
their  general  principles. 

How  two  circumftances  can  agree  in  the 
general,  which  differ  in  every  particular,  I 
know  not.  It  is  equally  hard  to  define  why 

A 3 Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke’s  fupporting  the  whole  body  of 
the  Diffenters  in  what  he  thought  their  juft 
claim,  fhould  pledge  him  to  affift  the  exer- 
tions of  a fadtious  part  of  that  body,  in  fub- 
verting  all  order,  and  in  deftroying  every 
veftige  of  our  prefent  Government  in  Church 
and  State.  However,  neither  Mr.  Burke’s 
conduct  nor  his  publication  ftand  in  need  of 
my  feeble  fupport.  The  latter  has  received 
general  approbation,  and  will  ever  remain  a 

i 

monument  of  the  extent  and  greatnefs  of  his 
abilities,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart*, — the 
principles  of  the  book  correfpond  with  the 
fentiments  of  the  man,  and  his  life  and  wri- 
tings have  been  uniformly  exerted  to  make 
men  better  and  happier. 

Dr.  Priestley  fhould,  in  compaffion  to 
his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  have  avoided  reviving  the 
fatal  fubjedt  of  the  Coalition.  The  Doftor,  in 
his  pamphlet,  conducts  us  to  America,  and 
various  parts  of  the  world,  to  prove  the  pof- 
fibility  of  States  exifting  without  (in  their 

lesjflative 
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legiflative  capacity)  any  connection  with  the 
Church.  It  is  not  worthy  our  attention,  as 
Englilhmen,  to  know  whether  fuch  a govern- 
ment can  be  well  fupported : Let  us  rather, 
as  good  fubjeCts,  revert  to  our  own  fituation, 
and  fee  whether  England  has  fubfifted,  and 
has  maintained  at  lead;  a proportionate  fhare 
of  greatnefs,  wealth,  power,  and  happinefs, 

under  our  prefent  form  of  government. 

I fliall  only  inveftigate  fuch  of  the  DoSor’s 
arguments  as  are  applicable  to  England. 

The  happinefs  of  the  people  is,  in  this 
writer’s  opinion,  the  criterion  on  which  our 
decifion  of  good  or  bad  government  fhould 
be  founded;  and  the  people  are  to  be  the 
judges  of  their  own  happinefs  or  milery. 

On  thefe  principles,  I pronounce  the  peo- 
ple of  England  the  beft-governed  nation 
under  heaven,  as  they  enjoy  the  largeft  pro- 
portion of  happinefs,  and  are  confcious  of 

their  fuperiority.  It  will  alfo  be  allowed, 

that 
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that  every  individual,  who  promotes  the 
happinefs  of  his  fellow-creatures,  is  a good 
member  of  fociety.  Happinefs  cannot  exift 
without  content  5 he  who  therefore  fows  the 
feeds  of  difcontent,  lays  at  leaft  the  founda- 
tion for  unhappinefs. 

In  inveftigating  thofe  parts  of  Dr.  Priest-* 
eey’s  publication  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke, 
which  relate  to  this  country,  I think,  on  his 
own  principles,  it  will  appear  the  produc- 
tion of  a bad  heart,  or  defective  under- 

Handing  -y  and  mark  the  writer  a dangerous 

- \ 

member  of  this  our  Englifh  community. — 
It  is  my  intention  to  make  every  portion  I 
advance  clear  to  common  capacities,  and 
to  infufe  content  and  happinefs  into  the 
minds  of  my  fellow-citizens,  by  demonftra- 
ting  the  bleffings  we  now  enjoy. 


Remarks 


[ 9 ] 


Remarks  on  Dr . Priejlley s IV  th  Letter,  on  the 
Revolution  of  England  in  1688. 

In  this  letter  the  Dodlor  fhews  that  the  great 

1 

* actors  at  the  revolution  changed  the  natural 
fucceffion  of  the  Kings  of  this  realm.  He 
likewife  infers,  that  the  people  have  a right 
to  dethrone  Kings  for  mal-adminiftration  of 
government.  We  will  not  fcrutinize  into 
this  right,  or  define  whether  the  people  ex- 
erted a legal  right,  or  ufurped  an  illegal 
authority;  but  we  will  confider  the  fa<5ts. 

% 

Here,  as  the  Dodtor  obferves,  was  a choice 

t r 

made  both  of  a particular  king  pro  tempore , 
and  alfo  of  a new  line  of  fucceffion  for  future 
kings;  and  the  country  would  not  bear  any 
thing  more  than  a deviation  from  the  line  of 
fucceffion  to  the  crown,  leaving  the  popifh, 
and  adopting  the  proteftant  line.  This  revo- 
lution, then,  was  undertaken  partly  in  the 
caufe  of  religion  the  people  at  this  jundture 

exerted 
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exerted  (what  the  Doctor  efteems)  their  legiti- 
mate authority,  and  with  the  power  in  their 
hands,  they  banifhed  popery,  and  eftablifhed 
the  proteftant  religion  ; they  then  fettled  our 
beautiful  and  mixed  form  of  government, 
and  we  at  this  moment  enjoy  the  benefits 
refulting  from  their  exertions. 

Thus,  on  the  Doctor’s  principles,  our 
eflablifhment  of  Church  and  State  fprung 
from  their  proper  fource, — the  voice  of  the 
people;  who  having  chofen  a form  of  govern- 
ment, and  a religion,  enacted  laws  for  the 
fecurity  of  both;  and  experience  has  con- 
firmed the  wifdom  of  their  conduct.  As  the 
Doctor  obferves,  they  dreaded  not  kingly  go- 
vernment, and  therefore  this  country  was  not, 

/ ■ 

and  is  not  a republic ; — on  his  own  princi- 
ples, this  appears  the  beft,  the  only  reafon, 
why  it  fhould  not  be  a Republic.  The  peo- 
ple of  England  fettled  by  mutual  confent  a 
form  of  government,  and  Dr.  Priestley  is 
one  of  thofe  factious  leaders  who  labours  in- 

ceflantly 
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cefiantly  to  overthrow  the  fabric  they  have 
erected,  and  continue  to  approve;  thus 
wifhing  them  to  defpife  the  work  of  their 
own  hands. 

Equal  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  men,  I 
mean  not  to  treat  of;  though,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  they  exift  not  in  America,  or  Hol- 
land, or  in  any  government  under  heaven, 
but  in  the  theoretic  brain  of  the  Doctor. — 
Englifhmen  claimed  and  obtained  the  rights 
of  citizens  ; they  determined  what  thofe 
rights  Ihould  be ; and,  as  the  Doctor  ob- 
ferves,  if  more  had  been  neceffary,  they 

would  certainly  have  done  more. Not- 

withftanding  the  fuccefs  of  the  event,  Mr. 
Burke’s  pofition  is  true,  that  a revolution  is 
the  lafl  refource  of  the  thinking  and  the 
good;  and  thofe  who  urge  fuch  a meafure, 
without  fufficient  provocation,  (of  which  the 
people  are  the  belt  judges)  are  dangerous 
incendiaries.  Englifhmen  are  ever  ready  to 
aflert  and  fupport  their  rights ; they  did  fo 

at 
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at  the  revolution — their  decifions  were  guided 
by  wifdom,  and  they  enjoy  a full  /hare  of 
national  and  individual  profperity.  Long 
may  they  continue  great  and  happy;  and 

thus  let  the  people  rejoice ! 

\ 


Remarks  on  feveral  Pajfages  in  Dr.  Priejlleys 
6th,  yth,  2th,  and  qth  Letters. 

Page  53d,  the  Dodtor  gives  it  as  his  opi- 
nion, that  cc  Religion  requires  no  civil  efta- 
“ blifhment,  and  its  beneficial  operation  is 

<c  injured  by  fuch  e^labli^hment.,,  A very 

* 

natural  opinion  for  an  afpiring  difappointed 
fedtary.  Under  this  unnatural  union  of 
Church  and  State,  formed  and  approved  of 
by  the  people  of  England,  they  have  lived 
too  happily  to  with  for  a diffolution. 

We  are  then  alked,  page  55,  “ what  right 
cc  any  man  has  to  complain  of  the  Dodtor,  if 

cc  he 
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“ he  worfhips  God  in  his  own  way,  or  if  he 
“ does  not  chufe  to  worfhip  him  at  all?” 
The  great  increafe  of  conventicles  at  Bir- 
mingham proves  our  religious  tolerance ; 
and  the  Dodlor’s  licentious  and  rebellious 
pen,  moving  unpunifhed,  demonftrates  no 
fmall  {hare  of  civil  liberty. 

The  Doctor  informs  us,  “ Government 
**  in  many  things  has  taken  too  much  upon 
“ it,  and  brought  itfelf  into  great  and  need- 
“ lefs  embarraffments  ; in  many  things,  be- 
“ fides  the  article  of  religion,  men  have 
“ bufied  themfelves  in  legillating  too  much, 

<c  when  it  would  have  been  better  if  indivi- 
“ duals  had  been  left  to  think  and  adt  for 
“ themfelves.” 

It  is  incumbent  on  men  (viz.  government)  , 
to  legiflate; — fuch  conceited  individuals  as 
Dr.  Priestley  may  juftly  be  accufed  of 
legiflating  too  much.  Individuals  are  left  to 
think  and  adt  for  themfelves  $ and  the  only 

caufe 
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caufe  of  the  Doftor’s  vehemence  is,  that  the 
colleftive  body  of  individuals  will  not  permit 
him  to  think  and  aft  for  them. 

Page  77.  cc  As  to  fubfcription  to  your 
cc  Articles,  &c.  if  I be  fuch  a perfon  as  you 

u have  defcribed,  why  might  not  I declare 
<c  my  unfeigned  aflfent  and  confent  to  them, 
<c  as  well  as  others  ?”  Becaufe  it  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  your  intereft;  you  have  chofen 
another  road  to  gratify  your  ambition ; and, 
as  you  can  never  procure  emoluments  under 
our  prefent  peaceable  eftablifhment,  you  la- 
bour inceffantly  to  fubvert  order,  and  intro- 
duce confufion,  that  you  and  your  feft  may 
rife  triumphant. 

You  tc  believe  there  are  very  few  Diffenters 
« who,  if  the  prefent  eftablifhment  was  over- 
“ turned,  would  wifh  to  fubftitute  any  other 
“ in  its  place.”  We  believe,  we  are  convin- 
ced of  the  contrary ; — almoft  every  Diflenter 
enlifted  under  your  factious  banner,  looks 

forward 
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forward  to  fubftitute  YOUR  religion  for  the 
eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country ; and  if 
we  are  to  judge  of  the  future  by  the  paft,  it 
would  be  enforced  with  cruel  intolerance. 

Your  very  exiftence  depends  on  your 
keeping  alive  the  flame  of  oppofition  you 
have  fo  induftrioufly  kindled  $ and  if  your 
fubfcribing  the  Articles  (an  adtion  now  fo 
repugnant  to  your  feelings)  would  involve 
the  Church  and  its  adherents  in  a general 
conflagration,  you  would  not  long  haft  be- 
tween two  opinions  5 — :you  would  fubfcribe 
with  your  right  hand,  that  you  might  apply 
the  match  with  your  left. 

Page  88.  tc  Do  not  the  Clergy  exadt  the 
u payment  of  fmall  tithes,  and  often  with 
<c  the  utmoft  rigour  from  their  poorefl:  pa- 
cc  rifhioners  ? Do  not  we  fometimes  hear  of 
“ their  being  turned  out  of  their  little  tene- 
<c  ments  by  a diftrefs  levied  by  their  fpiritual 
<c  inftruclors  ? And  are  not  the  poor  Irifh, 
“ fome  of  the  moft  deftitute  and  miferable  of 

<c  mankind. 
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cc  mankind,  driven  into  almoft  annual  re- 
“ bellion,  by  oppreflion  from  the  exaCtion  of 

“ tithes  ?” The  Doctor  is  here  evidently 

obliged  to  crofs  the  water,  to  complete  his 
imputation  of  exaCtion  on  the  Clergy; — 
as  my  intention  is  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
England,  I fhall  not  attend  him  to  our  filler 
country ; but  am  happy  in  knowing,  from 
experience  and  obfervation,  that  the  Clergy 
of  England,  (to  ufe  Mr.  Burke’s  words)  fo 
far  from  fcrewing  up  right  into  wrong,  do 
not,  on  the  aggregate,  receive  two -thirds  of 
the  value  of  their  tithes. 

Page  89  and  90.  In  thefe  pages  there  is 
an  attempt  to  call  a reflection  on  the  efta- 
blifhed  Church  for  want  of  charity  and  at- 
tention to  their  poor.  Our  private  and  public 
donations  were,  I fhould  have  fuppofed,  too 
large  and  confpicuous  for  the  pen  of  flander, 
even  dipped  in  the  DoClor’s  poifon,  to  have 
braved  fuch  an  infinuation.  Poor-rates, 
which  the  DoClor  condemns,  are  a part  of 


our 
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our  mixed  eftablifhment ; and  our  Sunday 
and  numberlefs  other  Charity  Schools,  do 
not  demonflrate  that  inattention  to  “chrifti- 
<c  anizing  and  civilizing  our  poor.” 

Page  91.  We  are  afked,  <c  whether  the 
i£  attention  of  the  Clergy  to  the  great,  is  not 
<c  extremely  fervile  and  debafing  ?”  Who  are 
mold  likely  to  be  fervile  in  their  deportment* 
thofe  poffeffed  of  good  incomes  for  their 
lives,  or  thofe  who  cannot  fubfift  without 
alms  and  contributions  ? The  Diffenting 
teachers  are  certainly  as  anxious  to  live,  as 
the  Clergy  are  to  afpire  to  new  dignities. 

Page  95.  “If  the  governors  of  any  coun- 
“ try,  in  which  religion  is  eflablifhed,  have 
“ no. motives  to  Hand  in  awe  of  the  minif- 
£C  ters  of  religion,  which  they  evidently  have 
<c  not,  (as  they  always  fee  the  minifters  of 
<c  religion  ftanding  in  awe  of  them,  and 
cc  courting  them)  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  them 
iC  that  it  is  eftablifhed  at  all.”  Let  us  alter 

B the 
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the  form  of  this  fentence,  and  apply  it  to  the 
Diflenters. — If  any  congregation  or  any  fe£t 
have  no  motives  to  ftand  in  awe  of  their 
teacher,  (which  they  evidently  have  not 
who  can  difmifs  him  at  pleafure)  it  is  of  no 
ufe  to  them  that  fuch  a teacher  is  appointed 
at  all. 

I fhall  fubjoin  a few  reafons,  which  feem 
to  me  of  fufficient  force  to  compa£t  all 
claffes  of  men  in  this  kingdom  againft  the 
Doctor’s  principles.  Men  dignified  by  birth 
or  fortune  fhould  oppofe  them,  becaufe  they 
tend  avowedly  to  level  all  diftindtions ; and 
the  Do£tor  and  his  adherents  wifh  to  divide 
their  patrimony.  The  Clergy,  on  a principle 
of  felf-defence,  and  for  the  honour  of  their 
religion.  The  middling  rank  of  people, 
(who  are  probably  the  mofl  virtuous,  and 
beft-in formed)  fhould  oppofe  tenets  which 
would  deprive  them  of  that  eafe  and  happi- 
nefs  which  they  now  fecurely  enjoy.  The 
poor  fhould  unite  with  one  voice  againft 

doctrines 
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doctrines  which  are  intended  to  abolilh  thofe 
rates,  and  that  legal  provifion,  which  enfure 
them  a fubfiftence. 


Remarks  on  Dr.  Priestley’.?  io th  Letter, 
on  an  Elective  Clergy - 

In  this  letter,  by  a mailer-piece  of  fophif- 
try,  we  fee  appointments  to  civil  offices,  or 
domeftic  fervants,  compared  and  blended  with 
an  election  of  minifters ; and  are  allured,  that 
as  a mailer  is  able  to  choofe  the  bell  fervant, 
fo  a congregation  will  elect  the  belt  minilter : 
The  reverfe  of  this  will  appear  to  be  the  fa£l; 
and  nothing  can  more  elfentially  differ  than 
civil  and  religious  appointments. 

' •* 

A mailer  choofes  a fervant  whofe  conduct 
he  is  to  dire£t ; but  in  appointing  to  the  paf- 
toral  office,  the  congregation  nominate  their 
director. — Would  you  allow  a boy  to  choofe 
his  own  tutor,  ora  fervant  his  own  mailer? 

B 2 yet 
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yet  a dependent  elected  minifter  muft  be  as 
ufelefs  as  an  independent  felf-elefted  fervant; 
and  fuch  a congregation  as  ill  inftrudted  as 
the  boy  who  fhould  appoint  his  own  tutor: 
as  the  boy,  or  the  fervant,  would  fix  on  a tutor 
or  mailer,  who  would  give  them  leaft  trouble 
or  correction,  fo  it  is  natural  for  your  con- 
gregations to  appoint  feers  who  fee  not,  and 
prophets  who  prophefy  not  unto  them  right 
things,  but  fpeak  unto  them  fmooth  things, 
and  prophefy  deceits ; this  is  the  wifh  of  the 
heart,  and  the  dodtrine  from  fuch  paftors 
mull  be  more  flattering  than  true.  Aperfon 
nominated  to  any  civil  office,  and  removeable 
at  the  will  of  him  who  nominates,  muft  ad- 
minifter  to  the  pleafure,  the  gratification,  or 
intereft  of  his  patron;  but  a clergyman,  per- 
forming his  duty  confcientioufly,  oppofes  pre- 
fent  pleafure,,  gratification,  and  intereft: 
fhould  a poor  diffenting  minifter  reprove, 
cenfure,  and  condemn,  a few  of  his  richer 
difciples,  their  fubfcriptions  would  ceafe,  they 

would  a flli me  a judgment  of  their  own,  and 

judgment 
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difmifs  the  offeniive  declaimer.  In  ftiort, 
nothing  but  a cringing,  fawning  pliability, 
could  fecure  him  in  his  fituation ; and  the 
moft  efteemed  teacher,  like  the  moft  valued 
domeftic  fervant,  is  he  who  is  beft  verfed, 
not  in  the  fcience  of  advifmg  or  cenfuring, 
but  in  the  art  of  pleafing. 

To  flatter  and  not  to  condemn  the  vices  of 
mankind,  is  the  way  to  fecure  their  approba- 
tion: this  accounts  moft  rationally  for  <c  the 
“ efteem  you  allure  us  your  minifters  have  ac- 
“ quired  with  their  flocks — As  Mr.  Burke 
nobly  obferves,  our  conftitution  has  there- 
fore taken  care  that  thofe  who  are  to  inftrudl 
prefumptuous  ignorance,  thofe  who  are  to 
be  cenfors  over  infolent  vice,  fhould  neither 
incur  their  contempt,  or  live  oil  their  alms, 
that  the  rich  and  poor  may  have  the  true 
medicine  of  their  fouls. 


Remarks 
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Remarks  on  Dr.  Priejileys  13 th  Letter  on  the 

Left  Laws. 

As  the  Gates  of  Hell  will  never  prevail 
againft  the  Church  of  Chrift,  which  is  built 
upon  a rock,  it  is  furprifmg  the  Do£tor  and 
his  difciples  fhould  be  in  continual  alarm,  left 
their  religion  fhould  be  fupprefied,  and  their 
Church  annihilated.  He  cenfures  the  efta- 
blifhed  Church  for  their  apprehenlions,  but 
furely  the  cry  is  equally  loud  from  the  pulpit 
declaimers  of  his  fe£l.  After  this  introduc- 
tion, we  are  informed  by  the  Doctor,  <c  that 
<c  had  the  war,  which  fome  fuppofe  the  mi- 
“ nifter  did  not  wifely  to  provoke,  taken 
<c  place,  and  increafed  our  debt  another  hun- 
<£  dred  millions,  the  national  diftrefs  would 
c{  have  ruined  the  national  Church,  and  the 
<c  hallowed  treafure  might  have  been  applied 
<c  to  fome  unhallowed  life.” 

Is  this  the  language  of  a good  citizen? 
Will  this  information  render  us  more  refpeft- 

able 
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able  in  foreign  countries,  or  in  any  degree 
add  to  our  happinefs  ? Would  it  not  have 
been  more  candid,  as  it  is  at  leaft  doubtful 
whether  Mr.  Pitt’s  ralhnefs  occafioned  the 
commotion,  to  have  given  us  a conclufion, 
which  admits  of  no  doubt,  that  the  activity 
and  exertions  of  our  great  minifter  and  his 
friends  averted  this  (in  Dr.  Priestley’s 
opinion)  impending  ruin. 

We  are  then  reminded,  “ that  by  an  in- 
<c  creafe  of  the  publick  debts,  we  lhall  find 
“ ourfelves  in  the  very  fame  difficulties  in 
“ which  the  French  are  involved  at  prefent.”. 
This  is  at  lead:  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
are  to  expect  anarchy  and  confufion,  before 
we  can  arrive  at  the  Doftor’s  perfect  form  of 
government. — But,  Englifhmen,  let  not  the 
idea  of  your  prefent  fhamefully  unequal  repre. 
fentation  (as  the  Doctor  terms  it)  precipitate 
you  to  this  ruin.  Let  the  reformation  the  Dr. 
fo  ardently  wiflies,  be  abfolutely  neceflary, 
before  the  ftate  receives  a convulfive  fhock> 
of  which  none  can  predict  the  confequence. 
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The  Doftor  then  proceeds  to  make  an  illi- 
beral and  unjuft  attack  upon  the  Church  and 
its  advocates;  he,  as  boldly  as  falfely,  afierts, 
our  fundamental  doctrines  are  difbelieved  by 
men  of  fenfe  and  enquiry  : The  Dodlor  here 
fuppofes  himfelf  and  his  friend  Price  an 
hoft;  for  without  this,  there  would  appear 
an  hundred  men  of  fenfe  and  enquiry,  fixed 
from  unbiaffed  principle  in  all  the  articles  of 
our  religion,  for  one  of  that  defcription  who 
diflents.  When  the  Do£tor  talks  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  fatal  connection  between  Church  and 
State  by  his  calmed:  reprefentations,  we  all- 

X . J 

mold  wifh  to  know  what  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, amount  to  violent  remonftrances. 

We  readily  believe  this  writer,  when  lie 
fays,  that  were  the  Diflenters  admitted  to  an 
equal  participation  of  civil  rights,  they  would 
think  lefs  of  religious  ones : We  have  long 
feen  that  the  emoluments  of  office  have  been 
their  fpring  of  action ; and  therefore  we  think 
the  obnoxious  Teft  Laws  neceffary,  and  they 

' will 
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will  alfo,  on  a candid  inveftigation,  appear 

equitable. 

Almofl:  all  old  opinions  are  exploded,  whe- 
ther true  or  falle,  good  or  bad,  by  the  Doc- 
tor’s theory ; and  the  neceflity  of  any  religion 
feems  to  be  doubted  by  this  modern  politi- 
cian. Yet  it  would  not,  I think,  be  difficult 
to  prove  the  neceflity  of  religion,  not  only 
to  the  well-being,  but  to  the  very  exiftence 
of  the  State.  To  the  people  of  England  this 
feems  an  unneceflary  difquifition.  They 
have  made  choice  of  the  Proteftant  religion 
in  its  prefent  form,  as  a national  religion; 
they  thought  proper  alfo  to  blend  it  with 
government;  and  Church  and  State,  thus  hap- 
pily connected,  have  mutually  aided  and  fup- 
ported  each  other. 

A Community  having  exerted  this  right 
of  decifion,  and  formed  a code  of  laws  for 
the  regulation  of  their  civil  and  religious  po- 
lity, mull  alfo  have  a power  of  preferving 

thofe 
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thofe  privileges,  of  keeping  them  entire,  as 
much  as  poflible  free  from  divifions ; for  the 
more  compact,  the  more  firm  they  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  be. 

Now  can  there  be  a fyftem  fo  rational,  or 
fo  adequate  to  this  purpofe,  as  confining  the 

-t  . - t • 

execution  of  their  laws  to  the  hands  of  its 
own  citizens;  to  fuch  as,  confidered  both  in 
their  religious  and  civil  capacities,  are  advo- 

r • v 

cates  for  the  eftablifhment  ? Men,  to  belong 
fully  and  in  every  refpecl  to  one  commu- 
nity, muft  adopt  a fimilarity  of  religion, 
as  well  as  form  of  government.  He  who 
diffents  from  the  conftitution  on  a fpiritual, 
or  civil  motive,  is  a member  in  part;  he 
who  differs  in  both,  is  out  of  the  compact, 
and  cannot  be  efteemed  a member  of  fuch 

community. 

. A \ 

If  any  man  choofes  to  join  a religious  feci, 
different  from  that  eftablifhed  by  the  fociety 
of  which,  in  civil  matters,  he  is  a member, 

that 
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that  fociety  has  an  equal  right  of  impofing 
conftitutional  difabilities,  to  anfwer  (what 
they  think)  the  purpofe  of  felf-prefervation. 
This  feems  found  judgment  and  difcretion. 
The  people  of  England  made,  approved,  and 
continue  to  approve,  thefe  laws ; and  Dr. 
Priestley,  by  oppofing  them,  rebels  againll 
the  only  authority  he  allows  to  be  legitimate. 

' • , , 4 * * : j , ; r 

The  Doftor  declares  himfelf  an  advocate 

( ■ ■ , y 

for  a multiplication  of  feels ; in  this  he  gives 
us  the  language  of  his  heart ; he  accufes  the 
Church  of  forgetting  the  old  adage,  divide  et 
imp  era,  and  he  is  defirous  of  rifing  on  thofe 
principles. 

* t t ■ Vv*  . r ■>  ^ . t ■_  , ^ , 

We  are  told  our  oppreffions,  and  excluding 
the  Dilfenters  from  places  of  trull  and  power, 
(I  luppofe  he  means  profit  alfo)  has  given 
them  one  common  interell  j and  an  unex- 
pected bond  of  union  is  formed,  by  compact- 
ing feCls  of  every  denomination,  however 
heterogeneous  their  principles,  into  one 

body ; 
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body ; and  the  Doctor  fpeaks  of  himfelf  and 

them,  as  entitled  in  one  common  caufe, 

nfurping  the  little  pronoun  We,  to  denote 

himfelf  the  leader,  and  every  Diffenter  in  the 

kingdom  his  abettor,  to  undermine  our 

Church  and  State. 

— • • v 
• • — r v 

But  permit  me  to  relate  to  the  Do£tor, 
and  to  my  reader,  the  fentiments  of  the 
Quakers,  by  no  means  an  inconfiderable  fe£t, 
either  as  to  number  or  refpe&ability : I 
received  them  from  fome  leading  men  among 
them,  and  they  allured  me,  their’s  was  the 
language  of  the  Brotherhood. 

“ Friend,”  (faid  one  of  them)  <£  fobriety, 
e<  honefty,  and  induftry,  are  the  character- 
“ iftics  of  our  religion;  and  an  uniform  prac- 
“ tice  of  thefe  virtues  fecures  us  (under  the 
<c  Englith  government  in  its  prefent  form) 
“ the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  plenty.  Were 
“ places  of  profit  thrown  open  to  us,  the 
“ molt  idle  and  vicious  part  of  our  commu- 

“ nity 
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cc  nity  would  fcramble  for,  obtain,  and  fill 
“ thofe  offices,  to  the  difcredit,  if  not  the 
“ ruin  of  our  feet.  We  can  maintain  our 
tc  families,  and  acquire  property ; your  laws 
“ fecure  us  the  enjoyment  of  domeftic  tran- 
“ quility ; our  religion  is  tolerated,  and  our 
“ mode  of  worfhip  uninterrupted  ; we  are 
“ confcious  of  the  bleffings  we  enjoy,  and 
“ will  endeavour  to  fupport  thofe  laws  which 
“ fecure  to  us  fuch  invaluable  privileges. 

This  is  the  language  of  the  plain  unfo- 
phiftical  Quakers;  this  is  the  language  of 
many,  the  molt  rcfpectable  of  the  Proteftant 
Diffenters,  and  of  the  difinterefted  and  unaf- 
piring  of  every  feet  in  the  kingdom. — How 
different  from  the  factious  doctrines  of  a 
Price  or  a Priestley  ! 


Concluding 
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Concluding  Chapter , recommending  Content , and 
the  enjoyment  of  their  prefent  Happinefsy  to  the 
People  of  England. 

The  licentioufnefs  of  the  times  encourages 
each  felf-conceited  individual  to  attempt 
innovations  in  the  form  or  fubftance  of  our 
prefent  eftablifhment.  Novelty  delights; — 
and  it  is  efteemed  a greater  honor  for  a man 
to  think  and  a6t  for  himfelf,  however  incon- 

I , 

fiftent  his  thoughts,  or  deftruCtive  his  tenets, 
than  to  be  diretted  by  the  precept  or  example 
of  characters  the  moft  rational  and  dignified. 
Not  to  be  wifer  than  our  anceftors,  is  a re- 
flection on  our  enlightened  underftandings ; 
our  prefent  fyftem  of  worfliip  and  govern- 
ment  is  efteemed  full  of  abfurdities,  and  each 
reformer  pretends  to  improve  it.  The  fena- 
tor,  the  philofopher,  the  mechanic,  and  the 
menial  fervant,  introduce  new,  and,  as  they 
are  termed,  more  perfeCt  models.  He  whofe 

fertile  invention  * leads  him  fartheft  from  the 
. . fafe 
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Safe  though  beaten  track,  has  the  greateft 
Share  of  applaufe. 

We  are  allured,  by  one  fet  of  ftate  phyfi- 
cians,  that  the  Crown  incroaches  faft  on  the 
other  branches  of  the  legiflative  body ; an- 
other declares  the  Nobles  have  too  great  an 
influence;  and  a third,  that  our  tumultuous 
meetings  portend  an  approaching  democracy. 

The  popular  frenzy  of  the  times,  leads  to 
innovation;  beware,  left  thefe  wife  in  their 
own  conceits,  by  unskilfully  eradicating  the 
tares,  root  up  the  wheat  alfo;  remember,  a 
frequent  alteration  of  forms  may  deftroy  the 
fubftance. 

Thefe  Speculative  theories,  however  recei- 
ved, and  violently  inculcated,  are  at  prefent 
embraced  by  the  few;  and  as  I wifh  to  pre- 
vent the  increafe  of  fuch  dangerous  Sectaries, 
I requeft  the  Sober  part  of  the  people  of 
England,  to  reflect  well  on  our  privileges  and 

enjoyments. 
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enjoyments,  before  they  join  in  introducing 
anarchy  and  confufion.  With  all  our  real 
or  ideal  defects  and  diforders,  contemplate 
the  fituation  of  this  envied,  happy  ifle.  When 
were  you  more  refpected  by  foreign  powers? 
When  had  you  a more  favourable  opportu- 
nity for  internal  happinefs  ? Y our  trade, 
your  manufactures,  your  commerce,  your 
agricultural  improvements,  feem  to  enfure 
fuccefs  to  honeft  induftry. 

Let  not  the  chimeras  or  ambition  of  a few 
individuals,  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of  that 
happy  tranquility  which  now  prefents  itfelf. 
Under  the  mild  difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel, 
functioned  and  fupported  by  the  Britilh  laws, 
in  their  prefent  form,  we  have  rifen  to  a Hate 
of  unexampled  glory ; and  to  continue  in 
the  fame  envied  fituation,  nothing  feems  ne- 
ccilary,  but  for  each  individual  to  difcharge 
confcientioufly  his  refpeftive  duty  to  his 
God  and  his  King;  for  in  thefe  are  compre- 
hended all  thofe  qualities  which  render  us 

good 
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good  Chriftians,  and  they  muft  ever  prove 
the  moft  ufeful  and  valuable  members  of 
fociety. 

Be  allured,  we  are  not  in  want  of  new  laws 
or  a new  religion;  nothing  is  neceflary  to 
continue  us  the  moft  happy  and  the  moft 
profperous  people  under  heaven,  but  a ftridt 
conformity  to  our  prefent  civil  and  religious 
eftablilhment. 
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